The Development of the Religious Consciousness. 1 BY PRINCIPAL THE REV. ALFRED E. GARVIE, D.D., NEW COLLEGE, LONDON. MANY views are held regarding the origin of religion : it is not the intention of this paper to discuss any of these theories in detail; but, after a brief statement of some of the opinions held, to discover, if possible, the method of inquiry to be pursued, and by application of this method, when found, to fix as accurately as can be what may, with some degree of probability, be regarded as the beginnings of religious thought.
I.
Comte derived all religion from fetishism, which, however, he used in a wider sense than is now current, the belief of man that all phenomena were caused by material objects, which evoked his interest, curiosity, fear, or hope. Tylor seeks to explain all religious belief and worship by animism, the attribution of life to the phenomena of nature.
Tiele further defines this as 'the belief in the existence of souls or spirits, of which only the powerful acquire the rank of divine beings, and become objects of worship,' and distinguishes two forms of it-sPin&dquo;tism, in which the spirits are conceived as moving about freely, and fetishism, in which they are localized in an object. Herbert Spencer ' 
